
THE
FACTS



The world is facing an unprecedented global crisis. Accounting for, 
valuing and restoring natural capital is fundamental to economic 
stability and the wellbeing of its citizens. 

CDP is a global not-for-profit organization, founded in 2000 with 
headquarters in London and offices located in 11 other countries. 
We have pioneered and provide the world’s only global natural capital 
disclosure system through which more than 4,500 companies from 
more than 80 countries and 207 cities report, manage and share vital 
environmental information. 

Measurement, transparency and accountability drive positive 
change in the world of business and investment. On behalf of 
investors, purchasers and governments, CDP requests environmental 
information from companies and cities on the impacts and 
dependencies they have on the world’s natural resources and their 
strategies for managing these.

The process of disclosing information to CDP, and the insights the 
data brings, incentivizes companies and cities to measure, manage 
and reduce their impact on the environment and build greater 
resilience. By providing this high quality information to the market we 
are changing the way businesses, investors and cities behave.

CDP holds the largest and most comprehensive collection globally of 
primary corporate climate change, water and forest-risk information. 
We work to drive action by companies and cities to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, safeguard water resources and prevent 
the destruction of forests.

ABOUT CDP

Ban Ki-moon
Secretary General, United Nations

No other organization 
is gathering this type of 
corporate climate change 
data and providing it to 
the marketplace.
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CDP’S GLOBAL SYSTEM INCLUDES

66
major multinational 

companies with US$1.15 
trillion of annual 

purchasing spend

767
institutional investors 

requesting information 
— over a third of the 

world’s invested capital

cities sharing best 
practice through 

CDP’s platform

200+

companies across 
more than 80 

countries reporting 
through CDP

4,500+
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OUR WORK    CLIMATE CHANGE

Scientists warn that we must limit global warming to within 2°C 
and we are already seeing more extreme weather events. The 
economic case for action continues to strengthen. CDP1 has 
shown that the US corporate sector could reduce emissions by 
3% each year between 2010 and 2020, delivering US$780 billion 
in savings above costs.

For over 14 years, CDP has been working to move the issues of 
climate change and energy efficiency onto boardroom agendas 
and into mainstream business and investment strategies. Since 
pioneering its global natural capital disclosure system, CDP has 
driven organizations and cities around the world to understand 
and act on the business case for reducing their greenhouse gas 
emissions and moving to cleaner energy sources. 

Catalyzing and celebrating leadership
We provide an independent rating system to benchmark corporate 
disclosure and performance on environmental stewardship. 
Sustainability experts polled by SustainAbility deem CDP’s 
sustainability ratings as the most credible in the world in its 
Rate the Raters survey. Performance bands awarded by CDP 
provide an evaluation tool for institutional investors and other 
stakeholders tracking efforts to mitigate climate change and 
respond to changing market demands. Companies achieving a 
position in CDP’s Climate Performance Leadership Index are 
those who demonstrate the strongest strategies, commitments 
and actions to reduce carbon emissions and mitigate the risks of 
climate change. 

DRIVING 
CHANGE

CASE FOR 
ACTION

2%
Scientists warn that we must 
limit global warming to within 
2°C and we are already seeing 
more extreme weather events.

1 The 3% Solution, CDP, WWF (2013)
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OUR WORK    WATER

The diminishing availability of fresh water in a world in which 
population is expected to grow by another billion people in the next 
decade presents complex challenges to industries, investors and 
governments as well as local communities. According to the World 
Economic Forum, water security is one of the most tangible and 
fastest-growing social, political and economic challenges faced 
today. By 2030 it is predicted that half the global population will 
live in areas of high water stress. Research from Veolia predicts 
that by 2050, the current business-as-usual approach to water 
management practices will put approximately US$63 trillion, or 
45% of the projected 2050 global GDP (at 2000 prices), at risk2.     

CDP is catalyzing a global movement that guides companies, 
cities and investors to realize the hidden value of water while 
driving action to protect this precious resource. Our water program 
provides the pre-eminent platform for corporate water disclosure.  
With the growing understanding that sufficient access to clean 
water is vital to achieving long-term profitability, an increasing 
number of investors and procurement teams are requesting 
companies disclose business critical water-related information 
through CDP.

Some companies are already improving their ability to identify 
water-related risks, and others are making the crucial move 
toward comprehensive water stewardship strategies that 
safeguard valuable water resources in the long-term. 

CDP helps businesses to: 
Respond to changing global water availability; 

Seize a position of leadership by measuring and 
managing their water use; and

Identify and manage the risks that water shortage can 
pose to direct operations and across the supply chain.

DRIVING 
CHANGE

CASE FOR 
ACTION

By 2030 it is predicted that half 
the global population will live in 
areas of high water stress. 

the world
1/2

Research from Veolia predicts 
that our current approach to 
water management will put 
nearly half of projected 2050 
global GDP at risk.

45%

2  A sustainable economy, a Veolia white paper (2011)
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OUR WORK    FORESTS

Deforestation accounts for approximately 15% of the world’s 
greenhouse gas emissions, the equivalent of the entire 
transport sector. Forests play an essential role in preventing 
dangerous climate change by naturally sequestering carbon.  
Limiting the world to 2°C warming will not be possible unless 
emissions from deforestation are reduced and forests restoration 
is increased.
 
The main driver for deforestation is land use change for 
agriculture. Five agricultural commodities are responsible 
for most deforestation: Timber products, palm oil, soy, cattle 
products and bio-fuels. 
 
Companies dependent on forest risk commodities, and their 
shareholders, need to be aware of the operational, regulatory 
and reputational risks down the supply chain that have the 
potential for value destruction. There are also significant 
value creation opportunities for those companies that source 
sustainable commodities. 

CDP acts on behalf of investors to collect information from 
companies on these risks and opportunities.  The forests 
program provides the only unified system for disclosing corporate 
deforestation risk exposure and management information across 
these key forest risk commodities.

CDP’s forests program was first pioneered by the Global Canopy 
Programme (www.globalcanopy.org), which acts as the principal 
advisor on forests and forest risk commodities to CDP. 

DRIVING 
CHANGE

CASE FOR 
ACTION

the world

15%
Deforestation accounts 

for approximately 15% of 
the world’s greenhouse 

gas emissions

...the 
equivalent 

of the entire 
transport 

sector. 

The forests program provides a vital framework for key 
industries to disclose exposure to commodities that threaten 
global forests, allowing investors like us to gain valuable 
insight into management’s commitment, robustness of their 
process and control over their supply chain networks. 
Meryam Omi, Head of Sustainability, Legal and General
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HOW WE WORK WITH    INVESTORS 

767 investors, representing more than a third of the world’s 
invested capital, request corporate accountability through CDP. 

The data collected by CDP on behalf of the investment community 
raises awareness of the environmental risks within investors’ 
portfolios and better equips them to engage with companies on 
these risks to protect shareholder value. 

In recent years, the economic impact from unchecked climate 
change and the overuse of scarce natural resources has become 
increasingly clear.  In just over ten years, the number of investors 
that request corporate information on environmental risk through 
CDP has increased more than twentyfold.

CDP data is used by investors in many ways, including to identify 
leaders among potential investments, identify the laggards 
for engagement dialogue and possible future divestment, 
construct internal ratings for portfolio managers and integrate 
environmental risk into portfolio and fund analysis. 

The imperative to invest
Since 2011 CDP has been strengthening the request for 
corporate action on carbon management through a shareholder 
engagement initiative called Carbon Action.  In 2013, CDP 
targeted 300 heavy-emitting companies on behalf of a group 
of 190 investors.  The group requested that these companies 
invest in emissions-reduction projects that deliver a positive 
return on investment. 
 
Companies responded by allocating more capital to more 
projects, generating rates of return of 33% and a net present 
value of US$15.1 billion.

One of the most successful investor 
engagement programs of recent years. 
The Financial Times

CDP’s climate data is 
available to investors via 
many channels, including 
the Bloomberg terminal 
where data points were 
downloaded more than 
7.5 million times in 2013.
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HOW WE WORK WITH    COMPANIES 

Companies that account for and manage energy, climate 
change, water and land use are those that are building long-term 
business resilience.  

With more than 4,500 companies reporting to their shareholders 
and customers, CDP is driving transparency, accountability and 
the management of those environmental risks and opportunities 
that have potential for value destruction and creation. CDP 
provides a platform for companies to demonstrate leadership 
in developing solutions to environmental challenges, enabling 
competitive differentiation and advantage.  

By reporting through CDP, companies have been able to see 
where they can make strategic changes that increase efficiency, 
save money and capitalize on commercial opportunities. 
Companies understand the strong business case for action: More 
than 90% of companies reporting through CDP’s water program 
now have water management plans in place. An increasing 
number of the world’s 500 largest public companies disclosing 
through CDP are also incorporating climate change into their 
business strategy. 

Reporter Services
Understanding best practice in environmental reporting enables 
companies to capitalize on the many benefits from measurement 
and disclosure. CDP’s reporter services team supports 
organizations in building their own expertise and improving their 
reporting. It also helps companies make effective use of CDP 
data by benchmarking company performance against peers and 
providing strategic insights from the world’s largest database of 
primary corporate environmental information. 

the world

Globally, over 4,500 
companies report
By reporting through CDP, 
companies have been able 
to see where they can make 
strategic changes that 
increase efficiency, save 
money and capitalize on 
commercial opportunities.

Participating in CDP helps drive performance for Diageo. 
The process ensures the business focus on environmental 
management is maintained. It is an invaluable tool in 
demonstrating progress against our targets and gaining the 
support of senior leadership. It enables us to accelerate the 
speed with which strategic change can be implemented. 
Diageo
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HOW WE WORK WITH    COMPANIES AND THEIR SUPPLIERS 

Climate change and natural resource depletion pose a 
significant risk to companies not just in their direct operations 
but throughout their global supply chains. Through CDP, major 
multinationals are using their purchasing power to achieve 
sustainable supply chains and manage costly environmental risks.  

66 member companies who represent US$1.15 trillion in 
annual purchasing spend work with CDP. This enables them 
to implement successful supplier engagement strategies 
that reduce exposure to supply disruption, reduce emissions, 
mitigate water and other environmental risks and protect 
against escalating costs in supply chains. Our research shows 
this collaborative approach helps to drive action: Suppliers who 
receive multiple requests from customers to participate in CDP’s 
supply chain program are more than twice as likely to achieve 
emissions reductions. 

HOW WE WORK WITH    COMPANIES AND THEIR SUPPLIERS 

Driving sustainable 
supply chains
Reducing costs and 
environmental risks: Through 
CDP’s supply chain program 
major multinationals are 
using their purchasing power 
to achieve sustainable 
supply chains. 

CDP offers our suppliers an industry standard global platform 
for reporting their climate strategies, and data, improve supplier 
scores on the sustainability index and empowers Walmart to 
efficiently capture the positive impact that the company and our 
suppliers’ efforts are having in our supply chain.
Jeff Rice, Senior Director, Sustainability, Walmart

National governments are 
now using CDP to leverage 
their procurement power to 
drive change across their 
supply chains.

Leveraging 
procurement 
power
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HOW WE WORK WITH    CITIES

In 2012 the east coast of the US, including New York, was 
severely impacted by Hurricane Sandy, costing US$65 billion 
and leaving millions without a home. With cities housing more 
than half the global population and generating more than 80% of 
global GDP3, city governments play a key role in mitigating and 
adapting to climate change.  

The 207 cities that report through CDP represent nearly a third 
of global GDP. The large majority of these cities say they are at 
significant risk from climate change; more than half have already 
had to deal with negative impacts from climate change.  

CDP enables cities to measure and manage environmental 
risks to safeguard their future and the wellbeing of their 
citizens. It provides a standard global reporting platform for 
urban environment data that fosters innovation, adaptation and 
investment towards the prevention of climate change and natural 
resource protection.  

Together with its long-standing partner, the C40 Cities Climate 
Leadership Group (C40), CDP also provides reporting cities 
with tools to aid better data measurement, including annual 
benchmarking analysis. 

CO e2

CDP’s cities initiative will promote 
better risk transparency, increase 
our understanding of climate impacts 
in urban areas and support a best 
practice approach for tackling them.
Mark Way, 
Senior Vice President, 
Swiss Re

...equivalent to 
the emissions 
output for all 

homes across 
the US.1.2 billion metric 

tons of CO2e 
emissions have 
been reported by 
cities in 2014

3  Planning, Connecting and Financing Cities - Now: Priorities for City Leaders, The World Bank (2013)
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HOW WE WORK WITH    GOVERNMENT & POLICY MAKERS 

As countries around the world seek economic growth, strong 
employment and safe environments, national governments have a 
responsibility to design and implement policies that use our natural 
resources wisely and protect the public interest in the long-term.

CDP works closely with governments around the world to inform 
environmental policy. CDP was a force behind landmark UK 
legislation in 2013 mandating the reporting of greenhouse gas 
emissions in the annual financial reports of listed UK companies.  
CDP also engaged strongly to support European legislation proposed 
in 2014 requiring listed companies to report environmental 
information to shareholders.

CDP data provides national policymakers with a unique global 
evidence base to measure and benchmark private sector and city 
actions in relation to energy use, climate change mitigation and 
adaptation, water and forests.

At the international level CDP works together with institutions 
such as the World Bank and the United Nations to ensure that the 
private sector plays its part in protecting the environment, and to 
support efforts to reach a global agreement to prevent dangerous 
climate change. 

Climate Disclosure Standards Board
CDP provides the secretariat for the Climate Disclosure Standards 
Board (CDSB). CDSB provides a framework to assist companies with 
the reporting of climate change and other environmental information 
that is of value to investors in mainstream financial reports. Find out 
more, including on how governments and stock exchanges can also 
incorporate this framework, at www.cdsb.net.

CDP is to the future of business what the 
X-ray was to the then future of medicine—
without, we would never have seen the 
insides of a patient’s health

Christiana Figueres
Executive Secretary of the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change

Better
informed 
decisions
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WORKING TOGETHER TO DRIVE SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIES 

It is only through collaboration and collective action that the 
global problems facing our planet can be tackled. Our reputation 
for independence, transparency, inclusiveness and rigor means 
that we can bring together business, investors, governments, 
academics and non-governmental organizations to shape 
emerging debates and set global agendas.

We work closely with a broad range of global partners who 
play a critical role in helping us transform the economy 
for the better.  

Our partners:
Support our continued growth;
Produce analytical reports;
Help us operationally in key markets; and
Help extend the global reach of CDP data. 

CDP is entirely independent and receives funding from a wide 
range of organizations. These include companies and investors 
through sponsorships, partnerships and memberships and from 
governments and philanthropic sources in the form of grants. 



CDP is a UK registered charity. Charity number: 1122330
CDP is a 501(c)(3) non profit organization in the USA

To keep up to date on our 
progress follow us at:

Twitter: @CDP
www.cdp.net

For more information contact: 
 
Marcus Norton
Chief Partnerships Officer
marcus.norton@cdp.net
+ 44 (0) 7833 438 877
 
Daniel Turner
Head of Disclosure
daniel.turner@cdp.net
+ 44 (0) 7825 131 031
 
Lisa Lee
Communications Director
lisa.lee@cdp.net
+44 (0) 7554 430 962


